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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

BILLS (4)-THIRD READING,

1, Financial Emergency Tax Assessment
Act Anmendment.

2, Coal Minles Regulation Act Amend-
ment.

3, Mine Workers' Relief (War Service).
4, Mine Workers' Relief (Payments Auth-

orisation).
Passed.

BILL-AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTS
ACT AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. W. R.
Kitson-Wcst) [4.39] in moving the second
reading said: This is a simple non-eonten-
lions Bill1. Its purpose is to prohibit the
imphortntioni of inferior vines and fruit trees
and the sale of inferior trees grown in
nurseries within the State. At its annual con-
ference, the West Australian Fruitgrowers'
Association passed a mnotion requesting that
an amiendmnent to the Agricultural Products
Act, or other legislation, should be introduced
to prevent inferior fruit trees from being
imported. At least 75 per cent of the young
trees planted in this State are propagated
in nurseries in the Eastern States. The aver-
age number imported annually during the
last three years was 80,000, or enough to
plant out each season 800 acres of orchard.
These trees are systematically inspected and
examined at the ports of arrival for insect
pests and] fungus diseases, and while a great

number of the trees are quite suitable for
planting, niany are found to be of poor
quality' Some are stunted or badly shaped,
there might be bad unions with stock and
variety, sonic have poor root systems etc.
These defects make them unsuitable for
planting in commercial orchards, but under
existing legislation no action can be taken
to prevent such trees going forward to
orchardists.

The e-Superintendent of Horticulture
stated that in one instance anl orchardist had
asked hint to advise whether trees received
from a nursery and heeled iii onl his orchard
ready for planting were worth plaiiting.
He definitely advised the orchardist that they
were unfit and recommended their return to
the agent who had supplied them. This
meant that thle land that had been prepared
for planting could not he used for that pur-
poste until th following season. Consequently
thle ordhardist suffered very serious loss.
On the other hand, had the trees been
planted, they certainly would not have been
100 per cent. batisfactory for production for
commercial purposes.

The amendment will also apply to trees
pirodiuced in local nurseries. These nurseries
are inspected prior to the trees being sent
out to orchardists, but the inspectors are
able to deal only with those infected with
disease. No power is provided in the Act
for the destruction of frees of bad quality.
If the amendment is agreed to, this action
could, without difficulty to the Depart-
mnent, he taken at the time of inspection for
disease. if thle amendment requested by the
West Australian Fruitgrowers' Associaio
is agreed to, the results achieved should be
very beneficial to the fruit industry. I

That the Bill be now read a second time.

Question put and pafssed.

Bill read a second time.

In Committee.
Bill passed through Committee without

debate, reported without amendment and
the report adopted.

BILL-LICENSED SURVEYORS ACT
AMENDMENT.
Second Reading.

THE HONORARY MINISTER (Hon. E.
H. Gray-West) [4.40] in moving the second
reading said: This is a simple measure
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.having as its object the granting of statutory
power to the Institution of Surveyors to
nominate two of its members to the Licensed
Surveyors' Board. It also provides that the
board shall consist of four licensed surveyors
out of at membership or six, Section 4 of
the Licensed Surveyors Act, 1909, provides
for the appointment of a Land Surveyors'
Licensing Board which shall consist of the
Survey' or General and five other memnbers,.
All mnenbers other than the Surveyor
General shall be appointed by the Governorf
on the nomination of the Surveyor General.
The purpose of the board is to conduct ex-
aminations, to issue licenses to those who
have qualified by examination, to police
generally the activrities of licensed surveyors,
to protect their interests, and to hear charges
against them in relation to activities witbin
their profession.

The practice over a considerable number
of years has been for the Surveyor General,
as an act of' courtesy, to invite the Institu-
tion of Surveyors to select two of its mem-
hers for nomination to the board. Upon
names being submitted to the Surveyor Gen-
eral, he nominates them with three others
for appointment by the Governor. The insti-
tute has contended for a long time that it
should have the right to nominate its own
-members direct, and requests that statutory
powers be given to enable this to be done.
The request is considered to be reasonable
and ha'; the support of the Surveyor Gen-
eral.

The institute, in not having direct repre-
sentation on the board, considers itself to be
at a disadvantage in that this is the only
one of the Australian States in -which the
Institution of Surveyors is not legally repre-
seated on the board. It rightly argues that
since the board has authority to investigate
and heur complaints and charges against
members of the profession, and has power
to suspend or even cancel a su'rveyor's cer-
tificate, it should have legal representation
on the governing body exercising such pow-
ers- An arrangement exists between this
and all States of the Commonwealth, as well
as with New Zealand, whereby a certificate
of competency issued by one board is recog-
nised by all boards. Suspension of a license
by one automatically means suspension in all
States. Examinations are held simnultane-
ously throughout all reciprocal States, and
each State in rotation sets an examination.

We consider that, so far as is possible, the
constitution of the board should be on sim-
ilar lines to those operating in reciprocal
States, where surveyors'I institutions are en-
titled to nominate at least two members. By
the enactment of this Bill, therefore, the
wishes of the Institution of Surveyors will.
be acceded to, and, at the same time, the
privilege conferred will bring our Licensed
Surveyors Act into line with the laws of
other States. A further amendment pro-
vides that at least four members of the
board of six shall be licensed surveyors,
namely, the Surveyor-General, the two mem-
bers to be nominated by the institution, and
one at least of the three memnbers to be nom-
inated by the Surveyor-General. Under the
existing Act it is not required that any
member of the board, apart from the Sur-
veyor-General, shall be a licensed surveyor.
It is considered that owing to the continual
approach of surveying towards engineering,
and the increasing difficulty of the engineer-
ing-surveyor paper in the licensed surveyor's
examination, it would be inadvisable to in-
sist on all members of the board being
licensed surveyors. The board at the pre-
sent time consists of five licensed surveyors,
and Professor 0. F. Blakey (Engineerng),
of the University. That is the explanation
of this simple measure, which I think wilt
apipeal to all hon. members. I move-

That the Bill be now read a second time.

On motion by Hon. If. Seddon, debate

adjourned.

BILLr-INSPEOTION Or MACHINERY
ACT AMENDMENT (No. 1).

Second Reading.

THE HONORARY XMINISTER (Hon. E.
H. Gray-West) [4.52] in moving the
second reading said: This is essentially a
committee measure and will no doubt re-
ceive full and, I hope, favourable consider-
ation from members of this Chamber. It is
a similar Bill to that introduced last session,
which was lost owing to objections being
raised principally to the granting of cer-
tificates to engineers which, it wvas argned,
would give them the right to drive engines
without the necessary experience that is de-
manded from certificated engine-drivers.
Those clauses have been excluded from
the present Bill proposing to amend the
Inspection of Machinery Act, which, as
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members are aware, provides for the in-
spection and regulation of boilers and other
machinery. Over recent years various de-
v'elopments in the use of machinery have
taken place which were not foreseen at the
time the principal Act became law, and it
has now become necessaryv to overhaul our
legislation generally so that provision can
he made to meet requirements. TMemhers
will remember the tragic accident of two
yvears ago at the Ayrshire Dairy when two
mien were killed and one injured in an ex-
plosion of a refrigeration plant. There is
no provision in the present Act for control
of plants of this nature, except of course,
as to providing guards for belt;, flywheels,
etc. There are numerous refrigeration
plants in this State which could easily b-
come a menace to human life and propert
should the refrigerant escape; and it is
essential that steps he taken for their con-
trot.

I propose at this juncture to outline as
briefly as possible the need for, and the
effect of, the var-ious clauses in the Bill.
Firstly1 it is proposed to insert new defini-
tions of "'air receivers,'' "refrigerant,''
"4refrigerating machinery," "ton of re-
frigerator" and "unit syte. In re-
gard to air receivers, which are exempt
from inspection under existing legislation,
the Bill provides for proper safety precau-
tions to he taken. These "receivers" are a
source of danger, and since 1029 explosions
have taken place in sir instances, to de-
partmental knowledge. An amendment is
inserted whereby better control is obtained
over refrigerating machinery, particularly
in cases where ammonia carbon dioxide or
other gas is likely to prove dangerous. The
Bill does not, however, apply to refrigera-
tors used for domiestic purposes. It is also
proposed that refrigerating machinery must
not be left in charge of any person under
the age of 18 years, if the refrigerator gas
would he likely to cause any injury should
it escape; and certain restrictions are placed
on the employment of young persons in
working, or assisting to work, boilers and
machinery.

The Act provides that working plans
must he submitted to the Chief Inspector
of Machinery where it is desired to erect a
lift. The Bill proposes that a similar pro-
vision shall apply in the ease oif winding
engines. It is considered that the control
exercised over lifts is just as necessary for

winding engines. There is provision for
full particdars bei 'sibmitted to the
Chief Inspector by persons seeking to erect
refrigerating- plants, so that proper safe-
guards may be insisted upon for the pro-
tection of employees and the public. As
members are aware, some of the gases used
iii these plants can cause serious and prob.
ably fatal injuries by contact nr inhalation
should they escape from the plant.

Sect ion 87 of the present Act provides
for the determination of inspection fees.
It is now proposed to set out a new basis
for computing horsepower. This amtend-
ment is necessary owing to the introduc-
tion of oil, gas, and pulverised fuel firing
where there is no grate area. I might also
mention that the amendment anticipates
the introduction of electrically heated
boilers in the near future. It is proposed
to add the words "any winding engine" to
Section 55 of the Act. These words were
not inserted in either the 1904 or the 1921
Acts, The omission did not matter while
all winding engines wore driven either by
steam. or compressed air. During late
Years, however, electric winding engines
have been installed on many mine;, and the
need for regulations, which will provide for
the training and certification ot the
drivers of electric winding engines has
become a matter of urgent moment. The
regulations to which I refer cannot be
made until the words "any winding engine"
have been inserted in Section 53, this being
a ruling of the Crown Law Department. At
present a driver must train on steam engines
to procure a winding engine-driver's certifi-
ca~te, and there are Many outback centres
where it is not possible to obtain the neces-
sary practice owing to the absence of steam
engines. The words "any refrigerating
machinery" and at new Paragraph have also
been added in order to ensure that the per-
son in charge of any refrigerating plant of
over five tons' capacity shall have the neces-
sary safe working knowledge. The hoard of
examiners now consists of three members.
it is proposed to increase the number to
four members. This wvill allow the Deputy
Chief Inspector to act as chairman in the
absence of the State Mining Engineer, who,
in the course of his inspections, has to go
far afield. Section 55 of the principal Act
provides for the issue of certificate of service
for internel combustion engine-drivers, boil-
er attendants and electric crane drivers. An

716
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amendment proposes to safeguard the rights
,of the holders of service certificates granted
under the principal Act, these certificates
having been granted to certain men at the
-commencement of the Act. It is also pro-
posed to authorise the Board of Examiners
to issue first and second class refrigerating
machiner-v drivers' certificates of service to
engine-drivers who have been in charge of
refrigerating machinery of certain sizes for
the periods stipulated in the Hill. The
amendments to Subsections (1), (2), (3),
and (7) will not in any way alter the priv-
ileges granted by the existing Act to the
holders of the certificates in question. They
aim to make the position much clearer in this
reard. The proviso which it is proposed
should be deleted from Subsections (2) and
(3) is also contained in Section 68; thus
there is no need for it here. The two nev,
suhsections set out the privileges of the pro-
posed first and second class refrigerating
driver's certificate.

Thle Acts of 1904 and 1021 permitted the
board to grant a first-class steam engine-
driver's certificate to the holder of either a
first or second class Board of Trade certifi-
cate as engineer of a steamship. We pro-
pose now to give the board power to grant
an internal combustion engine-driver's cer-
tificate to the holder of a Board of Trade
certificate as engineer of a motor-driven
ship. A further amendment relating to Sec-
tion 68 of the Act enables the Chief Inspec-
tor to require any steam engine and its boil-
ers to be placed under the charge of separ-
ate persons if it is impracticable and there-
fore dangerous for one person to be in
charge of both. Since the section referred
to was enacted, large internal combustion
engine power houses have been built through-
out the State. It is now desired by the de-
partment that Section 68 should cover any
likely combination of steam engines, internal
combustion engines and refrigerating ma-
chinery.

The principal Act provides that any per-
son who removes any boiler or machinery
as prescribed from place to place for a per-
iod longer than one month, shall furnish par-
ticulars of the removal to an inspector. The
present section, however, is applicable only
to portable and semi-portable boilers. The
amendment proposes that any owner shall
give ample notice of his intention to re-
move any boiler which is set in brickwork,
so that any parts hidden by the brickwork

can be examined before the boiler is again
built in. Finally, authority is sought to en-
able the Governor to make regulations con-
cerning such matters as refrigeration, wind-
ing engines, hoists and cranes; the medical
examination of crane drivers, and the quali-
fications to be held by applicants for ap-
pointment as inspectors. These are not
dealt with under the principal Act. I have
sketched in brief outline the salient feature"
of the Bill. The details of a technical mea-
sure such as this can be more satisfactorily
dealt with in the Committee stage. As I
have explained, developments which were not
foreseen when the original Act became law,
have rendered necessary a general overhaul
of this legislation. I move-

That the Bill be now read a second time.

Or. motion by Honl. C. F. Baxter, debate
adjourned.

BILL-RESERVES (GOVERNMENT
DOMAIN).

Second Reading.
THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. W. H.

Kitson-West) [5.5] in moving the second
reading said: This Bill when submitted to
the House last session proved somewhat con-
tentious, but on this occasion I think that
we can all readily agree to it. It provides
for thle excisionl of portion of Class ''A'' re-
serve 1149, known as the Government Do-
main for the purpose of a reserve for pub-
lie buildings and a roadway. It is pro-
posed to erect Government offices on the
reservation and to provide a road on the
eastern boundary adjoining the Christian
Brothers' College. After the failure to pass
the Bill through this House last session it
was decided to appoint a committee repre-
senting both Houses to investigate the prob-
lem and make a recommendation to the Gov-
ernor. The committee carried out an ex-
haustive inquiry and arrived at a unanimous
decision. I should like to give credit to the
individual members of that committee for
the manner in which they carried out their
task. Those members were representative of
the varied views that were held by mem-
bers in both Houses on the question of a
site for public buildings, but, as I have al-
ready said, the outcome of their inquiry was
a unanimous recommendation in favour of
the site mentioned in the Bill. The Govern-
meat has been pleased to accept that recom-
mendation and has included it in the Bill
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without any alteration. Most members agree I tell this House candidly that when the Bill
that there is a real necessity for centralised
offices for all the Government services. That
was made evident during the debate last ses-
sion; yet it was not then possible to arrive
at a definite conclusion on the problem.

The Bill I am now submitting embodies
the result of the investigation and the site
chosen is the unanimous decision of that
committee of whom at least five members
were opposed to the Bill presented last ses-
sioji. The site chosen is not exactly the same
as that which was submitted last session.
The area has beenj increased and includes the
land which the Government then proposed
to excise from the Domain. The area in-
volved in the excision is eight acres. The
urgency and adequate need for adequate
accommiodation for departments such as the
Titles Office and the Agriculture Department
cannot be over-emphasised. Members hay-
ing read the report of the Committee must
he aware that every consideration likely to
influence the selection of the site was in-
vestigated from every angle. All the sites
that wvere suggested as likely to he suitable
were inspected, and taking into account that
the requirements of the Government will be
satisfied for many years to come by the ex-
cision of the eight acres from Government
Domain, and that the decision of the come-
mnittee was unanimous, I trust members will
now give the Bill the favourable considera-
tion is deserves.

I have a plan of the area in question, and
for the information of members I propose
to lay it on the Table of the House. The
Government appreciates the thorough way
in which the Joint Committee carried out its
duties. It certainly is an example of what
can be done when we appoint a committee
Of representative men who are prepared to
look at every point of view and he convinced
by the evidence supplied to them by persons
in a position to offer advice. So I do not
consider it necessary to elaborate the mat-
ter ane further. I can only express the
hope that the House will now agree to the
Bill as it has been presented. I mave-

That the Bill lie now rend a second time.

HON. J. J. HOLMES (North) [5.12]: I
do not know that there is any great necessity
to say very much on the Hill, except to men-
tion I was a member of the Joint Committee.
Iii another place it was suggested that the
committee had had wool pulled over its eyes.

was before us last session I considered that
the Government Domain stte was unsuitable.
I agreed to become a member of the commit-
tee and after the investigation that was con-
ducted I am hound to say that in my opin-
ion no other suitable site is available on
which to erect public offices without paying
an enormous sum for land resumption. I do
not consider that the finances of the State
at the present time justify that. One objec-
tion by a member of this House to the site
chosen was that wve would he taking part of
one of the first reserves made in the City of
Perth. I may point out, however, that the
area of eight acres proposed to be excised
is at the eastern end of the Domain.
The Domain area is 38 acres and there
will remain 30 acres of the reserve and
there are many other open spaces remaining
in that locality. Moreover, we will allowv
quite enough ground to remain around Gov-
erment House and gardens, remembering-
also that it was suggested that sooner or
later Government House will have to be
pullnd down. The proposal is that after the
excision of the eight acres from Government
Domain the first section of the proposed
building will be erected at the western end
of the block, a building that will be sufficient
to house the Titles Office and the Agricul-
tural Department. If anyone goes into the
basement of the present Titles Office and
observes the conditions under which the
business is conducted, and the manner in
'which the offices are crowded, and then vists
the Agricultural Department and sees all
sorts of specimens spread over the floor, he
will agree that the time has arrived to pro-
vide adequate and more suitahle accommo-
dation for both those branches of the Gov-
ernment service. The decision of the Joint
Committee was that we would not be able
to control the whole of the eight acres
straightaway, and I dto not think it will be
built upon in our time, So it was decided
that the first building should house at the
wvestern end of the excised area the two de-
partments I have named. Then when the
Agricultural Department is moved from its
present site and the land there becomes avai]-
able, provision can be made to accommodate
anybody and everybody who requires accoma-
nodation in our time. An advantage of the

selected site is that it is close to where the
business People are largely congregated, par-
ticularly those people whose businesses take
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them to the public offices. The Joint Com-
mittee put a good deal of work into the task
that they wvere gisen, and I think that every
member of it fried to do the right thing. I
believe all did the right thing. Reverting to
the suggestion that wool had been pulled
over the eyes of the members of the Commit-
tee, I will not say that that did not apply
altogether to some of the witnesses. How-
ever, it had no effect at all. I have never seen
public officers so much of one political mind.
No influence was exerted on the committee
by those men. One witness suggested that
the eastern end of St. George's terrace would
become a main thoroughfare and that the
railway trallic would be diverted south of the
river to Yromantle. Then the Comnmis-
sioner of Railways said, "I must go
dlown this side of the river to have
access; to the North Wharf, because other-
ise I vould not handle exports." The Corn-

niltice had a difficult decision to nmake bitt I
am certain it camne to the right conclusion.
Some witnesses. declared that civil servants
must be properly housed. With thant I
agreed. Proper accommodation nust he pro-
vided for them. A suggestion was also made
that motor garages should be provided for
civil servants. 'With that I did not agree
hecause we have a State tramway and rail-
way service. What puzzled me was the sag-
gestion of one witness that civil servants
must have a Mediterranean outlook.

Hon. A. Thomson: Where did he come
from, Italy?

Ion. J. J. HOLMTES: I pointcd out that
big firms like Foys did not have garages for
hare a Mediterranean outlook, it is the
but that did not matter. The witness con-
sideredl that civil servants must have a Medi-
terranean outlook. I think the Honorary
Ministter will agree with me that if there is
one section of the community that should
have a Mediterranean outlook, it is the
hospital patients. Consider the portion of
the city in which the new Public Hospital i's
situated, surrounded with all sorts of build-
ings.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: It is the worst site
that could have been selected.

l1on. J. J. HOLMES: Of course we could
not deal with that matter, but the Public
Hospital ought to have been erected on the
Observatory site. The patients would then
have had a Mediterranean outlook.

When I joined the Committee I was op-
posed to the Government Domain site, but

after having studied the matter very closely
I am certain the right decision was reached.
Some hon. members had an idea that Par-
liament house grounds should be selected as
a site for public buildings. Were that course
followed, however, the back door of the
public buildings would be the front doer of
Parliament House. Hon. members can.
imnagine what it would be like to have the
Agricultural Department experimenting with
rabbits and investigating all sorts of diseases
at the front door of Parliament House.
That would be entirely improper. Some
people seem to thinkc we did wrong in not
selecting this site, and that we had the wool
pulled over our eyes, but there is no founda-
tion for that assertion.

HON. L. CRAIG (South-West) [5.20]. I
am glad that the members of the Joint
Committee at last saw the light. For many
years before I came into Parliament, I was
keen on the Governmnent Domain site as a
centre for public buildings, but I remember
that when I spoke in favour of the Bill pro-
viding for the utilisation of that site, I did
not receive much of a hearing in this Cham-
ber.

Hon. A. Thomson: 'We heard you, all right I
Hon. L. CRAIG: Not without many inter-

jeetions. The decision of the Joint Commit-
tee, however, indicates that members of this
House and of another place arc men of
vision who are not afraid to change their
minds when they see the light. What L
really rose to say was that I was a little
disappointed about the appointment of the
committee. I was not here the day following
the appointment or the day after that. I
expect I was attending some show or other.
On my return, I was informed that when the
committee was being selected my namne was
submitted by the Chief Secretary or by the
Honorary Minister, but that somiebody said,
"Oh no, he would not be suitable because her
has already expressed an opinion in favour
of thle proposed site."

Hon. C. F. Baxter: I do not think that
was said.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: Is that in "Han sard."
Hon. L. CRAIG: I was told that as soon

as I returned.
Member: It was net said.
Hon. L. CRAIG: I hope that is so. Not

that I wanted to be put on the committee.
T accepted what I -was told and replied that I
did not mind. If the statement was untrue,
I will say no more about it.
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lion. C, F. Baxter: A perusal of "Han-
sard"' will prove whether it is true or not.

Hon. L. CRAIG: I will accept the hon.
mnember's -word.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: The only objection I
van remember having been raised came from
Mr. Rolton, who said there was no represen-
tative of the Metropolitan Province on the
committee. Anyway, who could have been
more biassed than I?

Hon. L,. CRAIG: I "'as about to refer to
the appointment to the committee of mem-
bers who had expressed very strict opposi-
tion to the site. It is to their credit that
they were willing to change their views,
and that on the evidence submitted the
committee was able unanimously to agree
upon the proposed site. I am delighted
that that site has been chosen. To my
mind it stands alone, being more central
and more accessible than any other. Hills
are not suitable places for public buildings
which have to he visited by members of the
public. It is necessary that people should
he able to get to public buildings without
having to climb elevations. Moreover, I
know of no site in Perth more accessible
to transport from north, south, east amd
west.

RON. 0. F. BAXTE (East) ('5.24]: As
'one of those appointed to the Joint Corn-
mnittee by this House, T want to emphasise
that there is not the slightest truth in the
statement that the committee was influ-
ceed. It -was, not infuenced by the
Giovernment officers who gave evi dence.
The committee worked hard and long.
I do not think any member was ab-
sent from any meeting. All members
used their judgment in reaching a
decision. The statement has been made
that the opinion of the Minister for Lands
predominated and that he influenced the
committee. Mr. Wise had not the slightest
influence on the committee. As a matter
of fact, he was very impartial and did not
make the slightest attempt to sway other
-members.

H~on. J. J. Holmes: Quite right.
Hon. C. F. BAXTER:- All members of

the committee will agree with me that Mr.
Wise was anxious that some agreement
should be reached regarding a site, but he
made no attempt to influence us. Many
sites came under our purview; they
were nil thoroughly investigated, and

some of them were visited on more
than one occasion. Finally, the Gov-
erment Domain site was selected, a site
which I, with others, strongly opposed in
this Chamber previously. There was one
other block that I would have preferred but
I found myself in the same position as 'Mr.
Holmes and other members of the Com-
mittee. There were three Government de-
partments that were in a shocking state.
First there was the Agricultural Depart-
ment, which has been in a bad way for over
30 years and has not been able to function
properly. During my term as M.inister for
Agriculture the conditions were almost in-
tolerable. I remedied them to a certain ex-
tent by opening up some small rooms, but
the Minister who succeeded ine undid the
good I had done, and the department fell
into a deplorable state.

The same remarks apply to the Titles
Office. Admittedly we are losing thousands
of pounds because the Agricultural Depart-
mnent is unable properly to house its speci-
mens and to carry on work that could be
done if proper facilities were available;
but the position at the Titles Office is far
more serious. If a fire occurred in the
Treasury Buildings most of the titles housed
in the basement would he destroyed, if not
by fire then hy water. The third department
is the Public Works drafting section. At
present we are asking professional men to
go down on their knees on the floor to do
their drafting. With such a state of affairs
confronting the committee, it was not rea-
sonable for members to -report to the House
without having reached a unanimous agree-
ment as to a site for new public buildings.
I preferred that the first of the new build-
ings should be erected on that portion of the
ground south of the Supreme Court. In
that ease we would have had a new structure
on a portion of the gardens -which is seldom
used. Next to that would be the Supreme
Court, the very artery of all public work.
The Treasury site could then have been built
up to take the rest of the Government de-
partments. However, I was influenced by
the fact that it was no use the committee
coming to Parliament 'without a unanimous
decision and consequently agreed to the se-
lection of the Government Domain site, pro-
vided that there could be unanimity on two
points. One was that no land should be
acquired for the erection of public buildings
and the other was that a one-chain street
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should be provided at the eastern end of
the block selected for Government buildings.
Inspection,, of the selected site showed con-
clusively that the excision of eight acres
would leave six acres in the vicinity of Gov-
ernment House, and my opinion is that the
money prodided will be insufficient properly
to maintain even that area of land.

Hon. ,J. J. Holmes: There are another 24
acres wvest of Government House.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: Yes, but there is
another feature about that. At any rate,
there is quite enough ground for Govern-
meat House. Another point that influenced
the eoiinittee was that Government House
is beginning to show signs of wear. It will
not be long before considerable sums of
money will have to be provided for its reno-
vation, or alternatively it will have to be
moved to another -site. Mr. Holmes referred
to grounds to the west. There is no doubt
that area was intended for public build-
ings. I refer to Stirling Square. Provision
was made for a public library to be built
there at the corner of St. George's terrace
and Barrack street. That shows conclus-
ively the purpose to which it was proposed
to devote that area. Who amongst us in
Parliament, or outside, would think of deny-
ing to the people the use of that very pleas-
ant spot, almost in the heart of the city?
No one would dream of making any other
use of it when other sites are available for
public buildings. From the health stand-
point that reserve is too valuable to be
taken from the people, and to my mind that
site was out of court. The comm ittee ar-
rived at the unanimous decision that Gov-
ernment D~omain was the right site for pub-
lic buildings. The money, too, was available
for their erection. I am satisfied that I
have acted in the best interests of all con-
vrined by agreeing-to the Government Do-.
main site. For that reason I support the
second reading of the Bill. I trust that,
after the heated controversy there has. been
over this matter, the action of the commit-
tee will be approved by the House.

HON. L. B. BOLTON (Metropolitan)
[5.321: As a member representing the Met-
ropolitan Province I am delighted that this
matter has been settled, and that we have
in diew, I hope at an early date, the erec-
tion of respectable Government offices. The
question need not be laboured. The com-
mittee has done excellent work. I am one

of those who changed his mind when I be-
came acquainted with certain facts and had
gone more carefully into the matter. I anm
satisfied that last session I made a mistake
when opposing the selection of the site re-
ferred to in the measure then before the
House. I hope the Government will get
on with the job as quickly as possible. I
have pleasure in supporting the second read-
ing of the Bill.

On motion by Hon. Sir Hal Colebatch,
debate adjourned.

BILL-ELEOTORAL ACT AMEND-
MENT.

Received from the Assembly and read a
first time.

BILL-PROFITEZRING PREVEN4TION
ACT AMENDMENT.

Report of Committee adopted.

BILL-RURAL RELIEF FUN) ACT
AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.

Debate resumed from the previous day.

HON. SIR HAL. COLEBATCH (Metro-
politan) [5.35]:- I listened attentively to
the speech made last night by Mr. E. Hf. H.
flaill, and regret that at the moment he is
not in his place. I should like to suggest
to him, in the kindliest possible fashion,
that the method of argument be followed
is not calculated to win support for
the Bill tinder consideration. The suggestion
underlying his speech was that members of
the House who cannot see their way to give
their support to the measure, were lacking
either in a knowledge of or symopathy for
the desperate plight in which so many men
on the land to-day are situated. That is an
improper suggestion. I am sure it does
not apply to any single member of this
Chamber. For my own part, during the 13
years in which I represented the East Pro..
vince, and during the four years when I was
a member of the Senate in the Federal Pnr-
liament, I used my utmost endeavours in the
interests of the man on the land. The efforts
I made then wvill not cease now because I
happen to be a representative of the Metro-
politatn Province in this Parliament. I re-
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.cognise that the well being of my constitu-

.eints in the Metropolitan Province depends
,on the prosperity of our primary indus-
tries. Without their prosperity and dlevelop-
meat it is impossible to build upon a
-substantial footing secondary industries in
the metropolitan area. I suggest to mem-
bers of the Country Party and other rnem-
hbers who intend to support the Bill that we
do not want a lot of talk about sympathy
and bowels of compassion. What we do
want are reasonable arguments in favour of
the Bill. We want to be shown how it will
benefit not only some sections of the farm-
ing community but the community in gen-
,eral. There is another direction in which I
ask members to refrain from following the
-example set by Mr. Hall. He quoted a speci-
fic case~ of a man who was, I understand,
living in his province. The man was not a
small farmer but had been a pastoralist on a
large scale. It is not a proper thing for a
member of the House to refer to a specific,
ease, and endeavour to enlist the sympathy
and obtain the support of other membersi
without giving the name of the party con-
.eerncd, and giving members an opportunity
to inquire into its merits, and ascertaini
whether it is a case that would in any event
come within the provisions of the Bill. There
n-as not a word in the speech of the bon.
member, to suggest that the ease would be
met, or ought to be met, by the passage of
this measure. Members of Parliament from
time to time have had eases brought under
their notice, and the full details have been
-given to them. They have then been able
to investigate the eases for themselves in
the -right quarters, and in many instances
'have, as often as not, found that the hard-
-ships were imaginary, and that the fault
was really on the other side. I have nu
particular sympathy for banks and flin-
ancial institutions generally. I am con-
tent to regard them merely as cor-
porations possessing neither bodies to
be kicked nor souls to he damned. My ob-
jection is that any hon. member should
attempt to influence the votes of his cob-
leagues by quoting a specific case, without
giving us the opportunity to ascertain the
real merits of it, so that we can determine
,whether such a case would be benefited, or
-ought to be benefited, by an amendment of
the Act. I suggest that if the hon. member
is prepared to give to the Minister the name
-of the party to whom he referred last night,
that hon. gentleman would be only too glad

to investigate the ease, and if any relief is
necessary to take the earliest opportunity of
giving it.

Hon. E. H. HI. Hall: It is not a question
of an investigation being made by the Min-
ister, and the hon. member knows that, or
ouight to know it.

Hon. Sir Hal COLEBATCH: I know
nothing about the matter. Hon. members
know that before the holder of a mortgage
(-an foreclose, hie must secure an order from
the c-ourt. They are also aware that the
court is slow in granting such orders unless
the circumstances arc such as completely to
justify foreclosure. I say again that mem-
hers should have ain opportunity to inquire
into the merits of any case submitted for the
purpose of influencing their votes.

Hon. E. H, H. Hall:. That is the hon.
member',s opinion, and he is entitled to it.

Hon. Sir Hal -COLEBATCH: I am sure
every member fully sympathises with Mr.
Thomson in the object he has in introducing
this Bill. He desires to improve the lot of
perh ape the most deserving section of the
whole community, a section that has suffered
for a long period, partly from circumn-
stances arising outside Australia, but very
largely to circumstances for which Aus-
tralian legislation has been responsible. I
am not going to refer in detail to a mat-
ter, which is perhaps only incidental to,
rather than directly associated with this Bill,
but T suggest to members that they might
look at this morning's "West Australian."
In one column they will find two items of
interest. In the first there is a statement
by Mr. Wood setting out the truly desper-
ate condition in which farmers in many
parts of the State find themselves. That
statement is not overdrawn. It is a
faithful representation of the situation.
In the same column they will find a re-
port of proceedings before an arbitration
tribunal at Collie. The mniners there al-
ready obtain over £300 a year for working.
nine Shifts a fortnight, and are now clamor-
ing for more. The effect of these high wages
a nd easy conditibas is reflected in high tariff
charges against farmers and others. They
are also reflected in the big railway deficit
which is another burden upon our indus-
tries. I have always felt that the material
prosperity and political stability of every
country depend on the well being of the
man on the land. For that reason, I am
prepared to look at the Bill solely from
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the point of viewv of the man on the land,
without regard to any other considerations.
No one is likely to belittle the importance
of the principle involved in the Bill. After
listening to Mr. Thomson I had it in mind
that some good purpose might he served
by referring the measure to a select com-
mittee. I found that one had been ap-
pointed last session and therefore I realised
that no good purpose could really be
served by going into the matter again.

One point I would like to make at the
outset is that in considering this measure
it wonld be entirely wrong to allow our-
selves to be influenced in any way by the
circumstances that a very large section of
our farmers and pastoralists are facing at
the moment. I refer to those arising out
of the widespread drought. Those circumv-
stances must be treated as a separate
emergency, demanding special and immedi-
ate treatment. The Bill is of a more per-
manent character and is intended to apply
over a lornr period of years. In our sym-
pathy and desire to meet the immediatt,
needs arising out of the present emergency,
we should not allow ourselves to be drawn
into patssing some legislation that has no
reference whatever to thatt emergency. We
should confine ourselves to the intention of
the Bill now before the Rouse. I am satis-
fled that in the Bill there are defects
of detail and that the principle involved is
one that cannot properly be considered at
the present juncture. My reasons for say-
ing that, I shall give to the House. Some
reference was made to the moral aspect of
the question and to the sanctity of con-
tracts. T have no hesitation in saying that
arguments of that kind would not prevent
me for one moment from investigating the
merits of this proposal. Finance and morals
have been dlivorced from each other for
at long time. Synthetic currencies have
destroyed the last elements of morality
so far as finance is concerned. So
I have no hesitation in considering
the Bill purely from the point of view of
what is; best for the man on the land. I am
satisfied in my own mind that when the war
is over there will have to be drastic, and
probably revolutionary, alterations in many
of our financial methods.

To consider first the defects in the de-
tails of the Bill, I would remind the House
that Mr. Thomson said similar legislation
was in operation in Victoria. I understand
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that a feature of the Victorian Act is that
it is possible for any borrower to contract
himself out of the Act. There is a special
provision in this Bill that will prevent any-
one from contracting himself out of the
measure when it becomes an Act. I sup-
pose it is generally admitted that there are,
despite the difficulties; the industries have had
to face, a number, regrettably small no doubt,
of pastoralists and farmers whose credit is
still such that they can secure f rom finan-
cial institutions the advances they require
for seasonal and other purposes. Could it
he contended for a moment that the passage
of this Bill would not seriously embarrass
them? The least they could expect is that
the institutions would demand a higher rate
of interest because of the additional risk
this legislation must impose upon them. Un-
der the Victorian Act a farmer of that type
could agree from the outset to contract him-
self out of the provisions of the Act and
thereby be saved from any penalties result-
ing from its passage. So long as that dif-
ference exists between the Victorian Act and
the Bill before this House, I do not think
it is right to claim that there is any very
striking similarity between them. The dif-
ference is fundamental. The right of any-
one who wishes to contract himself out of
the Act makes the Victorian Act entirely
different from the Bill we are considering.

Then there is the method proposed of
assessing the value of land. Why eight
years? Why has that particular period been
adopted? I have looked at the prices that
prevailed over the last eight years. I find
that the prices have been very low all
through. The average, as nearly as T could
get at it, has been 2s. 10d. per bushel for
wheat,' whereas for the previous eight years
the average was 4s. 2d. per bushel and for
the five years immediately preceding the
date selected in the Bill as that on which
the process of valuation shall commence, the
average price of wheat was over 5is.. I am
not going to prophesy as to what the
price of wheat will be in the future, but I
shall not subscribe to a doctrine of despair
and assume that prices will never he better
than they are at present. I shall certainly
not assume that the difficulties under which
farmers labour, difficulties of Australian leg-
islative creation, are always to prevail, and
that costs against the farmer will he kept
up as in the past. It seems to mnc that
there is no justification for accepting the
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lnst eight years as the criterion of what the
products of the lana are likely to be worth
permanently.

The Bill contains references to the "aver-
age efficient farmer." How wvilI he be ar-
rived at? During my long residence in the
centre of one of the leading agricultural dis-
tricts of the State, one thing always puzzled
me. There was never a season when certain
farmers did not secure a return of over 20
bushels to the acre. Some got more; yet
the average for the district was only 12
bushels. I frequently ask myself what must
be the return to some farmers to bring tho
average down to such anr extent. If we
consider that one-fourth of the farmers in
the district could average 16 bushels to the
acre, and half secured a return of 12 bushels,
which was the average for the district, what
must have the remaining quarter of the
farmers obtained in order to reduce the re-
turn from 16 bushels to the average of 12
bushels? No legislation that this Prlia-
ment can pass will make farming a profit-
able vocation for those who obtain such a
low average as that-not in a had season,
hut throughout the seasons as a -whole. I
do not hnow how many of the farmers ob-
taining such low yields are to be eliminated
from the remainder when we set out to find
the 'laveragc efficient farmer." It seems to
me that in both respects-the valuing of pro-
perty during a period and the method
of finding who is an average efficient
fanner-the Bill is singularly defective.
These defects of detail might be ad-
justed iii Committee if the underlying
principle of the Bill was sound and the time
opportune for its consideration. I say that
the underlying principle is utterly unsound.
[t runs exactly contrary to what should be
our ann.

I ant satis4fied that in the future we shall
find only one method of breaking down the
curse of unemployment, and that is by the
employment of the savings of the commuanity
in productive enterprise. There is no other
way. I have already said that morals de-
par~ted from finance with synthetic currencies
and the consequences have been very grave.
flanks and insurance companies are en-
trusted with the savings of the people.
Those concerns hare to consider the interests
of the depositors and policy holders and, in
most instances, their shareholders. Tn some
instances. there are no shareholders but only
policy holders. What we want to do

is to induce these fiuancial concerns,
while having due regard to the in-
terests of depositors, policy holders and
shareholders, to conceive that there
is no better way of utilising the money
entrusted to them than by lending it for the
purpose of increasing production in our
primary industries, The Bill is entirely op-
posed to that principle. It will have the
opposite effect. It will intensify an evil
that has grown to a most alarming extent,
ever since the dc-valuation of currency be-
caine a widespread political expedient.
For many years in England these three
things have run hand in hand- abund-
ance of work waiting to be done;
an enormous amount of money lying
idle; upwards of 2,000,000 people unem-
ployed. One of the main causes has been the
distrust of mroney. which has led to the enor-
mous hoardings of gold. People have been
afraid to put out their money for produc-
tive enterprise or to lend it, because they
fea-red that, year after yecar, the currency
would be depreciated in value and when the
time came for repayment they might receive
less for their money than they had.

H1on. E. IT. TI. Hal:. The Government
should have acted.

Hlon. H. Seddon,- What could the Govern-
ment do ?

Hon. Sir HIAL COLEBATCH: I wvill come
to that diretly. In Australia we have similar
evidence. From one end of the Common-
'wealth to the other financial institutions in
recent years have been devoting an enormous
proportion of their money to the erection of
unnecessarily fine buildings, chiefly in the
cities. I do not blame them for doing so.
They have regarded it as one of the means of
protecting the interests of policy-holders and
shareholders. All the same, it hits not been
good for the country. Another thing has
certainly happened. Thrift has been dis-
couraged. "'Eat, drink and he merry, for
to-m~orrowv our mouey may not buy as much'
-that has been the general policy. As long
as those two considerations prevail-the
disinclination of people to save because they
dlistrust money, and the disinclination of
those who
savings to
fear that
comes for
have lost
largely to
in every

have charge of the people's
lend the money because they
subsequently, when the time
repayment. their money may
its. value-have contributed
the unemployment problem

country. Many of us know
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the enormous losses that have been in-
curred, not so much in this country, but in
many other parts of the world by those who
have lent money on properties and who have
seen the value of the currency depreciated
so that they got nothing back and lost their
properties. I happen to know from my own
investigations into the matter that one of the
things that enabled Hitler to obtain the
power and popularity that he did was the
transactions, of' that description that have
taken place all over Germany. The people
felt they had been robbed by those astute
enough to buy property with small deposits
and who when the time came for paying off
the balance, were able to do so in currency
that was practically valueless.

I suggest that the time is inoppor-
tune for considering the principle be-
hind the Bill. That principle is:
How are we going to adjust or pro-
vide for varying values in land or in
money? When this war is over we shal
have to face many troubles, but there will
be two outstandingr features. One -will be
an appalling volume of unproductive debt;
the other will be generally-inflated cur-
renev. There is no sound method of fin-
ancinig a modern war. Incidentally, having
been chairman of the executive committee
charged with raising funds by means of the
war savings certificates scheme, I should
like to say that I have been amazed at the
generous response that has been made
throughout the country districts, particularly
in those districts where hardship is most
acute. It was a magnificent response.

Members: Hear, beanl

lon. Sir HAL COLEBATCH: I think,
too, that the Commonwealth Government i.3
adopting the wisest policy possible in
the financing of the wvar but it will be
impossible to prevent currency expansion
and inflation, and such problems wvill have
to be dealt with after the war. I know that
in Australia certain people, shrewd rather
than patriotic, who by reason of their pre-
viOiis residence in another country, have a
-very ample and exact knowledge of what
happens as the result of inflation1 have
been aequiringr equities, in the expectation
-of being able to pay off the balance
in depreciated currency. I know that not a
few people have instructed their agents to
realise on mortgages and preference shares
and to put the money instead into ordinary

shanres, or into property or into something
that will not he detrimentally influ~-
enced. by any alteration in the value
of money. What we shall have to do
is to encouVrge saving again, and en-
courage the use of savings in productive
enterprises. Those two things can only be
achieved by restoring that confidence in
money which has now been almost entirely
dissipated. People must be made to feel
that it is worth their while to save; aad

their savings, wvhether they are at their own
disposal or at the disposal of institutions
actingy on their behalf, must be employed for
productive effort. They can only be so em-
ployed if there is an absolute assurance that
the people will obtain a due return; and,
when the time arrives, that payment will be
made or the mortgage renewed, but that in
any case the interest will stand at the value
that it had.

I would ask the hon. member to consider
the obverse of the proposition that he is
putting up. His Bill contemplates that tbs,
lender becomes a sort of part-proprietor of
the property. Assuming the value of the
property was £2,000 and he lent £1,000 on
it, then he acquires a sort of half-interest
in the property. If afterwards the propcrLy
depreciates in value until it is worth only
£000, then his mortgage must be cut down
accordingly, so that he still will only have a
sort of half-interest in the property. CJon-
sider the opposite that has happened in many
countries and to some extent in this coun-
try shortly after we departed from the gold
standard. It is not diffiult to imagine the
ease of a property worth say, £4,000, on
which someone advanced £2,000 on mort-
gage. Then, because of the depreciation in
currency, the property acquires a value of
£6,000 or £8,000 in the money then obtaining.
Does the hon. member suggest that the
lender should then be regarded as a sort of
half-owner of the property and that the
amoun~t of his mortgage should be put up
accordingly? I contend it is quite impos-
sible to consider now a problem that may
assumec an entirely different shape before
this war is over. I admit there is a pro-
bleCm, a problem that must be solved; but,
in order that the basic principles of our
society may he maintained, people should be
encourag-ed to save anld the investment of
savings in productive enterprises should be
regarded as safe. Mly reason for suggesting
that the time is inopportune is because so
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many attempts have been made to solve pro. legislative control. If that is not suffi-
blems before the circumstances surrounding
them were fully understood. Let me give
one illustration. Members will recall that
for many years up to 50 years ago, the value
of silver was stable at 4s. 8d. an oz. In the
United States of America free coinage of
silver was discontinued and silver dropped
to ahout half that price. Then, im-
mediately after the last war, for reas-
ons which it is not necessary to go
into now, silver rose to 7s. an oz.
and it became extremely profitable
to melt down silver coins and sell the pro.
duet. The learned directors of the Hank of
England met and unanimously came to the
decision that there was no likelihood of
silver falling in price and that therefore
some stepis must be taken to prevent
the melting down of silver coins. So they
decided that instead of silver coins contain-
ing, as they had done in the past, 92/2 pei
cent. of silver and 711 per cent, of copper,
they should be made to contain 50 per cent.
of silver and 50 per cent. of copper. The
result was a coin very objectionable in ap-
pearance, so the directors amended their
ideas by sticking to the 50 per cent, of
silver, but using 40 per cent. of copper and
10 per cent, of nickel. This made a
sort of silver plate which rubbed off in the
raised places, particularly on the cheeks of
the King, giving him a very dissipated ap-
pearance. O6f course that would not do, so
the directors tried a further experiment-
50 per cent. silver, 40 per cent. copper, 5
per cent, nickel and 5 per cent, zinc. But
the point is that before these experiments
had been completed the price of silver
dropped to such an extent that the sil ver
in the English shilling to-day is worth les's
than 2d. That is an illustration of the
folly of attempting to grapple with pro-
blemus before they fully develop themselves.
I suggest that if an attempt is now made
to grapple with this problem of adjusting
land values and money values we shall
make still greater blunders than were made
by the directors of the Hank of England,
because we have far less knowledge and
far less information at our disposal. Let
us wait, bearing in mind alwvays that the
essential features of our prosperity depend
on the right use of money; first, saving, and
then using it properly. The difficulties with
which farmers are confronted to-day are
being met by voluntary action, backed up by

cient to meet the present case, if it is not
sufficient to meet exceptional cireumustances
arising from drought conditions, let ts
strengthen that legislation, let us anuend it,
do what is necessary to help the man on the
land in his difficulties. But do not let us
allowv our sympathies with his condition to
provoke its into doing something that will
not be of benefit to any considerable section
of the farmuers. To my mind this Bill is
diametrically opposed to all sound prin-
ciples of public policy and I shall oppose
the second reading.

HON. J. J. HOLMES (North) [6.10]:
rike the previous speaker, T can safely
gay that my sympathies are with the man
on the land. I have given evidence of
that within the last 48 hour;, when some-
thing was; rectified for his benefit. But this
Bill is the exact opposite. I have tried hard
to find any virtue in the measure. I under-
stood 'Mr. Thomson to say that similar legis-
lation is in force ini Victoria and New Zea-
land; I do not know whether he included
Russia, but he may have done so. There is
no *justification for the Bill. I ask Mr.
Thomson to inform us when lie is replying
whether this Bill coincides with the Vic-
torian legislation. The previous speaker said
there was a vast difference between the two,
so that is a point that needs explanation.
To my mind, an important principle is in-
volved in the measure. It undermines
sound, sane finance. I go a step further
and say that it is repudiation in disguise.
The last speaker, with his eloquence, could
express that in more flowing language;
hut, briefly speaking, the Bill is repudia-
tion in disguise. I am aware wvhat happens
in the country. The hutcher, the baker,
nod the grocer arc paid, under the Rural
lFeliet Fund Act, so much in the pound; but
the conditions governing- registered security
holders are entirely different. The butcher,
the baker and the grocer know that the
farmer's assets arc encumubered, hut are
prepared to take a sporting chance of being
paid their money. They come under the
provisions of the Act. But the position of
the registered holder of a mortgage is quite
different, le has told the farmer, "If you
want the money the only way you can have
it is by giving me sufficient security. I am
acting as a trustee for shareholders or de-
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positors. You must give me ample se-
curity." That brings me to my point about
repudiation.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: I was dealing with
the money lent by banks and other finan-
cial institutions on the security of mort-
gag-es, money that otherwise would not have
been advanced. Who has lent most of the
money? The banks represent the share-
holders and fixed depositors who are pre-
pared to trust the banks and to accept a
nominal rate of interest instead of trusting
outtiders. The banks in turn take the risk
of lending the money provided they get the
security. Money is also provided by life
assurance companies. Whose money is
that? It is money belonging to the policy-
holders. A father dies andi leaves money
to he invested in property in the city or
country in order that income may be earned
for his children and those dependent upon
him.

Hon. H. L. Roche: How many of those
investments have been made on farming
securities9

Hon. J. J. HOLMES; A good many.
Often when a father dies, the trustee com-
panies take over the estate ana invest the
money. Mr. Thomson, by his Bill, pro-
poses to intervene and write down those
loanis and put part in cold storage for five
or six years.

Ron. A. Thomson: The Bill deals only
with rurall investments.

Raon. J. J. HOLMES: I shall raise later
the question of separating rural from other
securities. Other people are as much up
against difficulties as are the farmers. We
have heard a good deal of talk about the
baniks; yet Mr. E. 11. H. Hall told us last
night that one bank had advanced to one
person no less a sum than £90,000. A bank
to do that must have considered the elient
a very good man; otherwise it would not
have lent the money. Not only farmers
but every other section of the community
and every Government have followed a
policy of borrow and spend. The Govern-
ments set the lead and other people followed
the example. There must be a general
squaria.g up sooner or later.

Hon. L. B. Bolton: Why put it offYT

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: Why should the
farmers have the advantage by getting in
early? 1 said there must be a general
squaring up. At the beginning of the de-
pression there was trouble throughout Aus-
tralia. Sir Otto Niemeyer came out to pilot
Australia through its difficulties. He put
up a scheme, and Australia would never have
got out of its difficulties but for the sound
financing of the banks. The baniks of Aus-
tralia provided the money to help us out of
our difficulties at that time. People who are
handling trust moneys have made perfectly
clear their attitude-no security, no advance.
That is a policy of finance from which we
cannot depart. Now a section of the bor-
rowers, having lodged security and having
obtained all the advantages, comes back and
ask for some adjustment. I am quite satis-
fied that some adjustment will be necessary
in the immediate future, but there are peo-
ple, apart from the men on the land, who
are confronted with difficulties.

Hon. A. Thomson: How do you propose
to make the adjustment?

Hon. G. W. Miles: Voluntarily.
Ron. J. J. HOLMES: When, moving the

second reading of the Bill, Mr. Thomson re-
ferred to the representatives of North Pro-
vinceaend said he felt sure of their support.
As a representative of the pastoralists, I
have yet to learn that we have been asked
or are ex])ected to abandon principles in
order to catch votes.

Hon. A. Thomson: I object to that state-
ment and must ask for its withdrawal. This
Bill is not intended to catch votes. The
statement is objectionable.

The PRESIDENT: What was the state-
ment9

Hon. A. Thomson: The hon. member said
the Bill was introduced only to catch votes.

The PRESIDENT: I am sure Mr. Holmes
will withdraw.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: I did not say that;
I said I had yet to learn that the repre-
sentatives of the North Province were going
to abandon principles in order to catch votes.

The PRESIDENT: I think there is an in-
ference in the remark and I am sure the
hon. member will withdraw.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: I withdraw; I
did not know I was so near the mark. The
pastoralists have suffered tme longest and
severest drought ever experienced in this
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State. The position of many of them is al- from the pastoralists, but after they have
most hopeless. But have the pastoralists
asked their representatives to come here
and support a repudiation Bill?

lon. E. H. H. Hall: It was a pastoralist
whose ease I mentioned last night, and I
mentioned it at his request.

Hon. J1. J1. HOLMES: I am asking
whether pastoralists approached their rep-
r'esentatives in this House and asked then.
to support a Bill of this kind.

Hon. G. B. Wood: The pastoralists got
an inquiry by Royal Commission.

Haon. J. J. HOLMES: That is the correct
procedure to adopt. They asked, through
the Pastoralists' Association, for a Royal
Commission to inquir. into the position of
the industry. I told Mr. Thomson that the
least he might have done was to withhold
the Bill pending the presentation of the
Royal Comuission's report. If on that report
he haed submitted a Bill approved by the
pastoralists and endorsed by Parliament, the
agriculturists could have come in on the
same basis. The pastoralists have been put-
ting their money into their holdings and
working hard against adverse conditions,
and nothing but drought has defeated them.
Let me give an instance of what pastoralists
have done to help themselves in contra-dis-
tinction to having their debts written off. In
1910, when people lost their beads over the
possibility of a rabbit invasion, the pastor-
alists of the (lascoyne borrowed £60,000
from the Government to erect their own
fence and enclose 9,000,000 acres of land.

Hor. L. Craig: And they are paying for
it Still.

Hon. J. J1. HOLMES: Yes, they had to
pay the cost plus 5 per cent. per annum.
They have paid and paid even during the
drought years, and if the arrears were col-
lected, so far as I can gather, there would
remain a liability of only £1,900.

Hon. E. H. H. Hall: They must have had
to pay.

Hion. L. Craig: I wish Mr. Hall knew
the real position.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: Only through the
generosity of the banks have the pastoralists
been able to pay. v This Bill proposes to
interfere with that system.

Hon. E. H. IT. Hall: The farmers cannot
get anything like that.

Hon. 3. J. HOLMES: The trouble is that
the farmners have borrowed too much money.
I repeat that there has been no such request

paid £58,000 of the £60,000 plus 5 per cent.
per annum over 30 years, the least we might
do is to write off the balance. That sugges-
tioni, however, does not come from the pastor-
alists. On one occasion Mr. Drew accused
the pastoralists of wanting to evade their
responsibilities. On the following day ho
examined the facts and was man enough to
conic back to the House and withdraw all he
haed said. Unfortunately, there are not many
men of Mr. Drew's type in this Chamber.

Members: Oh, oh'

lon. 3. J1. HOLMES: What I mean is
that some pt-ople have to be compelled to
withdraw.

Hon. L. B. Bolton: That was your expeni-
ence a few minutes ago.

Hon. J. J. 11OLMES: I withdrew volun-
tarily.

Hor. L. 1B. Bolton: Then Mr. Drew did
more than you did.

Hon. J. 4. HOLMES: When we consider
whant the State has clone for the agricul.
turists and when we recall the Chief Sec-
retary's account of what hats been done for
Ihem, we can see where the difference lies. I
wish to he fair. The pastoralists have had
their rents reduced, which does not amount
to much. All the same I want to thank past
Governments and in particular the present
Government for what they have done in that
direction. They e.xamined the position of
each lessee and made reductions in rent that
represented a fair deal. But this Bill pro-
poses to write' down and tamper with agri-
culturists' debts. Who is going- to take on
the big Job of arriving at the values of these
Properties?

Hon. C. B. Williams: We will put the
Prices Fixing Commissioner on to it.

Hon. A. Thomson: The Trustees of the
Agricultural Bank. They fixed other securi-
ties.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: We shall see all
about that before I finish. I do not know
that there are two men, but there
might be one juan, in this State wvho
would undertake the job; and the reason
why he would undertake it is that he
knows nothing about it; otherwise he
would not undertake it. .Just think what the
job is! flow are values arrived at in order
that advances may be made? In an institu-
tion with which I am associated, if it is a
city property we call in a sworn valuator, a
man who understands the job. In the case
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of an agricultural proposition we call in a
sworn valuator to value that property only
-not the whole lot. If it is a pastoral
security, we call in a valuator to make a
valuation. Under the Bill values are to ho
arrived at from the net proceeds during a
period of eight years. Such an absurd thing
I never heard of before! I do not know
whether it is Parliamentary to call it a silly
proposition, lbut a silly proposition it is.

Hon. L. Craig: Call it stupid.
lHon. J. J. HOLMNES: I cannot do so,

because Mr. Craig monopolises the use of
that word. The result may be that the man
who has a first-class property consisting of
beautiful land taken up in the early dlays and
cleared and fenced by himself has left his
son to carry on; and if a panel of fencing
falls dlown, the son will not put it tip again,
or keel) down the undergrowth. How can
one expect a valuable property to produce
any sort of income under such conditions?
If I interpret the Bill correctly, it is the net
p)roceeds that fix the value of An estate.

Hon. A. Thomson: You arc taking an ex-
treme ease.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: Tha is what the
Bill provides. I know what some hungry
members of this House are. 'Next door
might he a man with inferior land, a second-
class security; but he has worked hard and
has worked well, and has been, able to keep
his accounts balanced. Under the Bill he
gets nothing, no reduction at all.

Hon. A. Thomson: Such exceptions
apply in every case.

Hon. 3. J. HOLMES: But the lazy, ex-
travagant man next door is to have the benefit
of a writing-down. Dealing with things on
their merits, the man on an even keel wvill
not come in at all. He has looked after his
affairs in the past, and will look after them
in the future. But many of these people
would not develop estates left to them by
their fathers, and they are the people to
whom the Bill extends consideration. I
said many years ago-it can be turned up
in "Hausard"-when things were booming
and I travelled by train that I would find
men in the country, so-called farmers,
travelling in by motor car to meet every
train. I also said then-and my memory
is pretty good-that they caone for their
mail, and that the only mail they would get
was hills they could not pay.

Another mistake has been made in this
country, as I said years ago. That also can

be turned up in "Hansard." The State was
putting on unsuitable land a whole lot of
men who did not know the job, and was ex-
pecting them to win through. In ninny in-
stances, if the men had knowvn the job,
they would not have remained 24 hours on
the land, because they would have recog-
nised that it was useless. However, they
stopped there; and in most instances the
Agricultural Bank, in some instances other
banks, assisted them. Those men should
never have been put on the land. As I said
many years ago, instead of establishing
small farmers with no equipment, the better
course would have been to establish big
farms, properly equipped and employing
men at good wages and giving them cot-
tages in which to live with their families
instead of a lot of unsuitable farmers, re-
fluiring them to live in hessian shacks. The
whole policy of putting on the land in who
did not understand land, and moreover put-
ting them on land not suitable for the pur-
pose, has proved a complete failure.

Hon. A. Thomson: Quite a lot of men
without any knowledge of hind' have made
a success on it.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: Assuming that
this Bill is passed-though I cannot im-
agine this House passing it-who wvill find
the money to carry on these frmers? The
Chief Secretary has told us that the Gov-
ernment cannot do it. The Government has
its hands full, and knows it. The banks
would not make further advances, espeially
as a leading light of the legal profession
has said that the Bill contains no provision
to secure any further advances. Imagine
all these men who are high and dry having
their present liabilities written down! Who
is going to carry them on?-

Hon. G. W. 'Miles: Country Party mem-
bers will pool their salaries to assist them.

Hon. J. J. HOLMXES: The Bill in ma
opinion has one redeeming feature, and that
is, it will stop all credit. It may be pretty
bard for the time being, but we have not yet
reached a stage which I predicted. I thought
we had reached it when the London money
market was closed against us. Howvever, the
Australian money market came to the rescue
of the Federal Government because it was
satisfied to put money into Government
securities and not into speculative indus-
tries. I said then that we had reached a
stage I had long expected, when we would
have to earn first and spend afterwards. That
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stage is coming sooner or later. If I visual-
ise the present position clearly, we shall
reach it before long. Look up Govern-
meat advances and look up all the advanecs
made by the Associated Bannks. The debtors
SAY, "W~e cannot pay nowv, but we are going
to write down most of the amount
you loaned us and put it into cold storage
for five or six years. Then, if a man makes
good in the meantime, we will bring it
back; but if he does not make good we will
write it off." A nice inducement for men
to make good! The only thing they will do
is to carry on in the same old way
-get all they can written off and then wake
up and again carry on in the same old way.
The thing is so absurd, so preposterous, so
monstrous that one cannot realise the Coun-
try Party proposing it. Judging from the
silence in this Chamber, Country Party mem-
bers have awakened to the fact, and do not
seem prepared to support their Bill.

Let mec refer to one or two concerns the
Government is carrying now. Take the
State Tniplcrnent Works, established, I be-
lieve, to supply the farmer with cheap ma-
chinery. Some time ago I saw the Auditor-
General's report for 1938-39. That officer
then reported to Parliament that the loss on
the works amounted to £386,931, and he
added that the works showed a loss each
year and that interest must gradually ab)-
sorb the whole of the capital.

Hoan. C. F. Baxter: It has been a Gov-
ernment repair shop since 1980.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: But if it has been
going on since 1930, why did not the hon.
member interjecting, who I believe was in
office 10 years ago, put An end to it? At
any rate, the hon. member was a Minister
of the then Government, and that was the
time to deal with the works.

Hin. C. F. Baxter: On a point of order.
I cannot allowv the hon. member to make a
statement which is wrong. He challenged
me with not having taken certain action.
During the time I was Chief Secretary 1
put through this House an amending mea-
sure, which was passed in another place, to
take the works out of the State Trading
Concerns. However, the Act has never been
proclaimed.

The PRESIDENT: That is a personal
explanation.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: The fact remains
that the works have been going on fom years
because nobody would tackle them. Nobody

will tackle anything in this country. The
statesmen of the Empire saw the war comn-
ing, but they would not tackle it though it
was right at their doors. Thank God they
Are made of the right stuff and they will pull
the Empire through; and I hope this tier-
erment, or some other Government, will
puil Western Australia through. We find
that last year the State trading- concerns
lost £E114,000. At every turn we can see
what is going on. There must be a straight-
ening lip. I Admit that the people on the
land, both pastoral and agricultural, will
participate in anything that is to be made
available. But why should we grant the
agricultural industry this special concession?
If A man puts nearly all his money in a
mine and gets money on mortgage and the
ineis does not turn out as well as he expects,

he should be entitled to receive assistance
such as this Hill proposes to provide for the
agriculturist. Why should we say that his
liability should not be written down? Take
hotels and breweries and other industrial
concerns. The people who have invested
their money in those ventures are deriving
handsome profits. Tax some of their profits
and give it to the man on the land. There
would be some equity in that. But no; we
must deal with the rural industry and the
rural industry only! So long as I can re-
member it has been said that whenever the
Labour Party came into power there would
be repudiation. But there has been no re-
pudiation. If the Bill goes through this
House the country will be told that it was
put through when the Labour Party was in
power. That is what will happen, and so
I cannot imagine any Labour man voting for
the Bill because it amounts to repudiation.
Let me mention before I conclude what has
happened to mortgagees since 1931. They
have not been able to call up their principal.
So long as they are receiving interest they
cannot call up the principal. Whether they
want their principal or not, they can-
not get it. Quite recently the Federal
people have prevented the selling of
mortgages at a greater discount than
five per cent.; so everything has been
done to harass the man with a family. The
in who has been thrifty enough to save
money for himself and his family has been
harassed and annoyed in every way and he
has been put in a false position. I crave
the indulgence of the House while I read
this opinion which has been given by one o
the priucipal firms of lawyers in this State.
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The stay order is to have the effect of sus-
pending all rights and remedies of creditors
against the farmer or his assets. The right of
a judge (under a section of the Farmers'
Debts Adjustment Act) to permit any action
against a farmer to be carried on up to judg-
ment, is cancelled.

There will be no appeal at all under the
amending Bill. The opinion goes on to
point out that there is no provision for ad-
ditional advances. I do not suppose there
will be any additional advances in these
eases although some generous individual may
be prepared to make an advance without se-
curity. The opinion goes on to sum up the
position in this way-

The amending Act would place the secured
creditor entirely in the hands of the trustees
and there would be no appeal against the de-
cisions of the trustees or to review the values
placed by the trustees on the farmer's assets.

The contingent liability of a guarantor is
reduced by the amount written off the guaran-
teed debt, notwithstanding that the guarantor
way be well able to stand up to his obliga-
tion.

There is no provision for protecting such
advances and interest from suspension or writ-
ing down. The draftsman perhaps assumed
that no secured creditor would make any fIrther advances after suspension of the secured
debt; but a secured creditor in some cases
might wish to make further advances to pro-
tect the security.

Under Subsection 1 of Section 6 of the prin-
cipal Act the trustees arc Dot to exercise their
powers in faour of a farmer unless they are
of opinion (inter alia) that in the light of his
past conduct in farming operations he is de-
serving of the protection of n stay order
under the Act. We point out however, that
under the amending Act, if the trustees apply
the Act in favour of a farmer andl make the
first valuation then the second valuation and
the consequential wr-iting down of the prin-
cipal sum of the secured debt must automatic-
ally follow at the termination of the period of
suspension and act in such a manner as should
disentitle him to a writing down and as might
conceivably result in a greater writing down
under the second valuation due to neglect
.and consequential repudiation.

That is the opinion of a leading counsel in
Perth. I repeat what I have already said
that there is a principle involved here-the
repudiation of a contract. I have never
voted for such a thing and I hope I never
shall. Consequently I cannot support the
second reading.

RON. G. B. WOOD (East) [8.6] : I in-
tend] to be brief in speaking on the second
reading of the Bill. I do not think any
member of the Country Party likes this type
of legislation and I say that advisedly.

Knowing what we do know, we honestly be-
lieve the Bill is desirable and necessary not
only in the interests of the country and the
farmers, hut in the interests of the financial
institutions themselves. A man with a tre-
mendous burden of debt has to-day lost all
heart. Take the case of the man who has
put £3000 or £4,000 into a property. That
might have been money which wvas left to
him. Then perhaps he borrowed another
£5,000 and there followed bad times and low
prices. Before many years are over he finds
that his debt is £E15,000. Together with his
wife he bas put in many years of hard work
and those years he realises have been
wasted. Is it any wvonder that he has lost
heart. It was not his fault. Somebody has
said that farmers have iadulged in joy rid-
ing. I venture to say that farmers have not
done as much joy riding as have the squat-
ters, nothing approaching it. If the squat-
ters have done so, I am very glad to know it.
Every squatter who is a member of this
House knows that what I am saying is true.
Very few farmers have been able to estab-
lish holnes in the city and I will not allow
the statement that has been made to that
effect to pass unchallenged. I have lived
in the North-West and I have relationa
there. Thus I am aware of the position of
the pastoralists in that part of the State.
Why, I ask, should the farmer be charged
with joy riding?

Hon. J. J. Holmes: I said they did 10
years ago.

Hon. G. B. WOOD: I am not referring
to the bon. member, but to the remarks of
Mr. Miles.

Hon. G. W. Miles: I have seen it.
Hon. G. B. WOOD: I think that Mr.

Troy said that any farmer who had a motor
ear should not receive assistance. Just re-
cently I have been out in the country. Mr.
Holmes knows of the case where one juan
made good and his neighbour failed. I could
take the hon. member to places where dozens
of farmers, all in a row, are right up against
it. Right through the wheat belt there is
not a single man to-day with any hope for
the future unless his debts are wvritten downi.
So it is in the interests of the country that
the debts should be written down or put
into cold storage. In that way farmers might
be given some hope. Only the day before
Yesterday I spoke to a man who had a big
debt for water rates to pay. He said that
he could not possibly Pay it, and I know
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of many other farmers who are in the same Hon. G. B. WOOD: Yes. I have never
position. That particular man said, "If the
Governmecnt reduces the rate it will be pos-
tible to pay." I was speaking to a man at
Bencubbin who had to leave his place be-
cause the water had been cut off. A few
weeks ago the Chief Secretary and I had a
little argument on this question of payment
of water rates. The Beneubbin man unfor-
tunately could not pay his water rate and
so had to come down hiere and secure relief
work. I venture to say that the same thing
is happening with regard to secured debts.
I do not like this kind of legislation and
I remember the time when I thought I was
the greatest sinner on earth. because I had
occasion to ask Harris Scearfe & Coy. to ex-
tend a promnissory' note.

Ron. L. Craig: Since you joined the
Country Par-ty?

Ron. G. B. WOOD: No, but I have seen
all this distress since I have been a member
of the Country Party' . The Bill is based on
equality of sacrifice. These debts were in-
curred when prices were high and the se-
cured creditor should bear his share of the
sacrifice.

Hon. L. Craig: Do you represent the
storekeepers?

Hon. 0. B. WOOD: Yes, and they bad a
rough time. Apparently 'Mr. Holmes does
not think they matter. They are not sacro-
sanet like the secured creditors. I do not
support the argument that the storekeeper
took more risk than the banker did. I do
not say that everybody's debts should be
written down. All cases should be dealt with
on their merits. Maybe some farmers have
not tied to make a success of their proper-
ties, but those who are left are mostly triers.
In the north-eastern wheatbelt there are
dozens of abandoned farms, but the men
remaining to-day are really good farmers.
Last week-end I came into contact with many
of them, and they said they were prepared
to stay on their holdings so long as they
were obtaining a living. They said they
did not want to go onto group settlements
to milk cows because they knew nothing
about group settlements. Those men have
had only 21/in. of rain. Do not they de-
serve some consideration? Most of these
farmers incurred debts through no fault of
their own.

Eon. L. Craig: Who is to decide tbat?
Hon. G. B. WOOD: Mr. White.

*Hon. L. Craig: Your friend?

said anything against 'Mr. White in his cap.
acity as commissioner for farmers' debts.

Hon. L. Craig interjected.
The PRESIDENT: Order! The bon.

member will have an opportunity to speak.
Ron. G. B. WOOD: Sir Hal Colebatch

has told us what the people in the out-
back have done to assist the war
effort. I myself have wondered where the
money hits come from. Obviously they have
given such savings as they had, which indi-
cates that they arc trying to be good citizens
and are worthy of some consideration. I
do not want to suggest that everybody should

havehis btswritten dowvn. Every case
should lie dealt with on its merits. 'Mr.
Holmes has mentioned the lpastoralists and
the inquiry which is now being made into
their conditions. I wonder whether the pas-
loralists, will be insulted if Mr. Fyfe says
their debts will have to he written down. I
think hie will say that, andt that their debts
ought to he wvritten down. The pastoralists,
like the farmers, arc in an imposgible posi-
tion, niany of them through no fault of
their own.

Hon. A. Thomson: If something like that
is not recommended, the Commission will
not have teen worth while.

The PRESIDENT: Order!
in. 0. B. WOOD; I appreciate infer-

jeetions which are helpful.
The PRESIDENT: The hon. member

should not provoke interjections.
Hon. G. B. WOOD: I do not think I can

be accused of doing that.
The PRESIDENT: When the hon. mem-

ber expresses appreciation of interjections,
he is provoking them.

Hon. G. B. WOOD: That was afterwards.
I do not want to say any more, except that
I support the Hill because I think It is
necessary, and not because I like this type
of legislation. If something like this is put
on the statute book it will give these unfort-
unate people more heart to carry on and
will be in the interests of the financial
institutions and the country as a whole.

HON. L. CRAIG (South-West) [8.20]: I
understand this is a Country Party mea-
sure. The Country Party evidently met and
put their heads together, and members of
that party here are all committed to vote
in favour of the Bill. I thought that niem-
hers of the Country Party belonging to this
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Hlonse had some independence, and I am
surprised that they should have committed
themselves to vote for a Bill with the prin-
ciple of which I am sure they are not all
in agreement.

The IVESIDENT: Order! j The hion.
member must not reflect on any member of
this House.

Hon. L. CRAIG: I am not reflecting on
them. I withdraw anything--

The PRESIDENT: The hon. member's
remarks came very near to being a reflec-
tion on other hion. members.

Hon. L. CRAIG: I think that some Coun-
try Party members have the idea that anyr-
bodl'y who does not agree with their views
on this Bill has no sympathy for farmers
who are having a bad time. I want to dis-
abuse them.

Honi. 0. B. Wood:- We never said that.
Hon. L. CRAIG: Some members have in-

timated as much. We have been smothered
with sob-stuff. Members. have spoken with
tears in their eyes.

Hon. E. H. H. Hall interjected.
I-Ion. L. CRATG: Sir Hal ('olebatch casti-

gaited the lion. member as, he thoroughly
deserved.

The PRESIDENT: Order! I wish the
hon. miember would proceed with his speech.

Hon. L.. CRAIG: I hope I na not pro-
voking further interjections. When an ima-
portent Bill of this kind is introduced,
some evidence should be forthcoming to
convince us that we should vote in favour
of it, bitt we have heard of nothing but
the terrible times farmers are having. We
know all about that, and I do not think
the Bill will improve their conditions.

Hon. Ft. H., H. Hall: Of course you do
[lot.

Hion. L. CRAIG: No.
Hon- iE. H. H. Hall: We knew you would

not.
Hon. L. CRAIG: It must be remembered

that a large proportion of the money that
is keeping farmers on their holdings is
trust mioney. Trustees have great respon-
sibilities in regard to such money.

Hon. G. B. Wend: We are frying to make
the road easier.

Homi. L. CRAIG: This is not the way to
do it. It is the very -reverse. The
Bill proposes to break down a certain
principle, and that to my mind is its
greatest drawhnck. It breaks down a prin-

ciple that has been built up over many
years. It definitely proposes repudiation,
anId places Upon one part of the com-
munity the burden of assisting a section of
the farmers, and in some instances the
people upon whom the burden is to be
placed can ill-afford to hear it. Nothing is
.said about providing carry-on money.
Weekly I am dealing with eases in which
money up to £1,000 per farmer is being pro-
vided for men to put in their crops and to
find sustenance for their families. There is
no provision in the Bill for security against
those advanceb.

Hon. A. Thomson:- It is proposed to make
an amendment to adjust that matter.

Hon. L. CRAIG: I am deaing with the
Bill as it is. What will happen to people
who are responsible for the carrying on
of these farms and who have been carry-
ing them on for upwards of 20) years?

Hon. KL R. H1. Hall: And have been wvell
paid for it.

Hon. L. CRAIG: Obviously the hon.
member knows little about that subject.
Colossal Sums are being found to-day for
the improvement of farms, Farmers have
fallen into arrears and are unable to meet
any of their commitments.

Hon. 0. B. Wood: Is that their fault?

lion. L. CRAIG: 'Not always, but in many
instatnces.

Hon. G. B1. Wood: Then why carry them

Hon. IL. CRAIG: Because there is an
earnest endeavour being made to keep these
people in employment on their farms. I
will tell members what is happening. Money
is being advanced to improve these proper-
ties so that the farmers wvill be in a position
to meet their commitments. In many in-
stances farmers have been practically ruined
through the invasion of rabbits. They have
no money to improve their properties, but
it is necessary that the rabbits should be
eradicated before the farmers can have a
chance to meet their commitments. Who
is finding the money? The mortgagee is do-
ing so without any hope of receiving in-
terest for some years; yet the Bill pro-
poses that he should have no seceurity.

Hon. G. B. Wood: Did not the Govern-
ment find money for rabbit-proof netting?

Hon. V. Hamersley: Apparently not.
The PRESIDENT: Order!

7.13
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Hon. L. CRAIG: At the risk of being
irreligious one cannot help saying, "God
forgive them, for they know not what they
do." This Bill will have a greater effect
on mortgagees. than anything I have ever
known. I will go further and say that no-
thing for which the Country Party has been
responsible has done more to injure its
name in the opinion of the community than
has this Bill.

Hon. G. B. Wood: What community?
Hon. L. CRAIG: The community that

counts.
The PRESIDENT: Order!
Hon. L, CRAIG: Like Sir Hal Colebatch

I admit that in cases of drought or condi-
tions over which the settlers have had no
control, it may be necessary for further as-
sistance to be rendered to them, but that
assistance should be given by the coimun-
ity as a whole, and not by people who have
invested trust moneys. Mr. Wood men-
tioned the ease of an unfortunate man who
may have put £5,000 of his own money into
the purchase of a propery for £10,000.
That means that he has a mortgage of
05,000. Through adverse seasons and per-
haps bad management that indebtedness
may have grown to £10,000. If such pro-
perty has not improved in value, the hon.
member would have the lender of the money
write off his £5,000.

Hon. G. B. Wood: Not all of it.
Hon. L,. CRAIG: The Bill says that the

amount which exceeds the value of the pro-
perty shell be f rozen and in the ease in-
stanced by Mr. Wood that amount would
be £5,000. If at the end of a period the
place is revalued-and goodness knows who
will make the revaluations-and is found
not to have improved in value the whole
of the £5,000 will be written off. I would
point out that it cannot be improved be-
eanse no mortgagee wouild supply money
to improve a property over which he had
no security. This would mean that the set-
tler would still retain his full £5,000, but
the man who had advanced him money and
kept him on his farm would lose whiat he
had advanced.

Hon. J1. A. Dimmitt: They are endeav-
ouring to bite the hand that feeds them.

Hon. L. CRAIG: Yes, they are killing
the goose that lays the golden egg. There
are further factors involved in the Bill.
The valuation of these farms is to be based
on the average net income for the last

eight years, which were probably the worst
eight years the State has ever experienced.
No stipulation is made with regard to the
averaging of costs in a similar Manner.
Costs in this period have beau showing a
definite tendency to rise, so that, whereas
the income will reflect the low prices ob-
taining during the depression years, costa
apparently are to be determined on the
basis of the comparatively high charges rul-
ing at the present day. Here is a further
question-

The values determnined by the trustees are
to be conclusive. The mortgagee is appar.
etttly to be given no right to state his ease or
to advance any extenuating circumstances.

Holl. C. F. Baxter: Whose questions are
those?

Hon. L. CRAIG: Never mind. They are
questions that arc fairly set out. Not all
my questions are prepared, as is the case
with some members.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: Have they been pre-
palted?

Hon. L. CRAIG: The questions are very
apt.

Hon. C. F, Baxter: 'Who is the author
of them?7

Hon. L. CRAIG: They have been pre-
pared with a full knowledge of the Bill.
They were not prepared by me, but by
sotiiconfe who knows more about the sub-
ject than I do.

lion. G. B. Wood: He does!
Hon. L. CRAIG: And more than the hon.

member knows.
Hon. C. F. Baxter: You should state

your authority.
Hon. L. CRAIG: Not necessarily.
Hon. G. W. Miles: It is till common sense,

anyhow.
Hon. L. CRAIG: That interjection was

a proper one. The hon. member hns many
notes prepared, not by himself.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: I feel inclined to ask
that you lay the questions on the Table of
the House.

Hon. L, CRAIG: I would not mind put-
ting, the notes themselves on the Table.

The PRESIDENT: Order!
H~on. L. CRAIG: I stated that the values

determined by the trustees are to be con-
elusive. Would anyone like to question
that? The mortgagee is to he given no right
to state his case, to advance any extenuat-
ing circumstances, or to appeal against the
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valuation either (1) at the time of suspen-
sion or (2) at the end of the five-year
period. These are very pertinent questions.

Hon. G. B. Wood: Why not amend the
Bill in Committee?

Hon. L. CRAIG: "Said he laughingly."
Another question is--

The trustees who arc to be given very wide
powrer under the Act are three in number, and
it wits stated in the original 1935 Act that
one at least should be a farmer. It would
thus seem that the farmers, being the inert-
gagors, have a representative on the board of
trustees, whilst the mortgagees have no re-
presentation.

Hon. A. Thomson: Put up an amendment
on that point.

Hon. L. CRAIG: If all the amend-
merits necessary were put up the Bill would
not be recognised. A further question is-

No provision is made for the purpose of
ensuring that all applications under thle pro-
posed Act shall be filed within a giveni period,
thenceforth all relief legislation to cease to be
operative except insofar as the period of suse-
pension is concerned. Belief legislation in
this State has beent operating f or a consider-
able number of years, and it is not to be
thought that this state of affairs canl continue
indefinitely.

No provision is made whereby any excess
derived by the mortgagor over and above his
mortgage on a sale of thle property within,
say, five years of the date of adjustment,
would he payable in part at least to the mort-
gagee. If no such provision as this were
made, the mortgagor might well be placed in
the position of reaping a considerable profit
in the event of a substantial rise in prices,whilst the mortgagee would have to continue
to bear the loss which he had already in-
curr ed.

I think Mr. Wood had better draft a new
Bill. Further questions are-

Sales of certain properties have in recent
years lbeen negotiated on extended terms,
without deposit and at a low rate of interest.

I know of" many instances of that kind.
Prices have been written down below the
original price, and a specially low rate of
interest granted. Many such instances
have occurred recently. What is it proposed
to do by this Bill in such eases?

Hon. A. Thomson: What do you propose?

Holl. L. CRAIG: I am afraid the argu-
inut% that have been advanced are not
very logical. Transfers of properties have
been given to those people -who are re-
garded asjlikely to make good. No deposit
has been paid and yet properties have been
transferred to them.

Hon. A. Thomson: People are glad to get
someone to take the properties over.

Hon. L. CRAIG: Members will see the
construction that is placed upon the activi-
ties of any organisation that endeavours to
assist, "We are glad to get anyone to take
them over."

Hon. A. Thomson: Unfortunately that is
true.

Hon. L. CRAIG: It may be true in some
instances.

Hon. A. Thomson: I am not casting any
reflection upon the company that is doing
this.

Hon. L. CRAIG: The hon. member has
made a suggestion to that effect.

Hon. A. Thomson: I have no wish to do
that, but it is quite true.

Hon. L. CRAIG: After such liberal
treatment the mortgagee is entitled to ex-
pect protcction in these cases against the
type of legislation now contemplated. I
quite agree. The mortgagee is given no pro-
tection against ainy action by Lte muort-
gagor in the period of suspension, which
may be detrimental to his interests.

Hlon. A. Thomson: That is very inter-
esting information.

Honl. L. CRAIG: I know what effect this
legislation will have upon mortgagees who
have trust funds to lend. Those funds are
their responsibility, and the mortgagees
must look after them. They are the trust
funds of people wvho, in the large majority
of eases, are themselves poor. Mr. Wood
pretends to put up a ease for people who
are in poor circumstances, and invites the
assistance of trustees of the money belong-
ig to thousands of people who are just
as poor as, if they are not poorer than, the
other people he is endeavouring to assist,
and he sneers and says, "Wealthy institu-
tions." The legislation will have a disas-
trous effect upon the credit of the country
for all time.

Hon. G. B. Wood: Come to the wheat-
belt and I will sllow you poor people.

Hon. L. CRAIG: I know a great deal
about the circumstances of those people, but
this is not the way to help them.

Hon. E. H. H. Hall: What is the way 9

Hon. L. CRAIG: The State or Common-
wealth Government should help them. This
is a repudiation Bill. I know as much
about the agricultural industries of the State
as doeq any member of the Country Party,
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and have lost more money through agricul-
tural and pastoral industries than has any
member of that party.

Hon. G. B, Wood: The pastoral industry,
Yes.

Hon. J. J. Holmes:- I should like to have
what I have lost in the last five years.

Hon. L. CRAIG: I hope the House will
base its decision on evidence and not en-
tirely on sympathy. The evidence submit-
ted by supporters of the Bill has been very
meagre. I hope members will use their
brains rather than their hearts when con-
sidering the Bill. I regret I must oppose
it.

HON. H. S. W. PARKER (Metropolitan-
Suburban) [8.40]: Not only will this Bill
kill all credit in the ordinary sense of credit
through mortgages, but because of the pro-
visions of the measure it -will prevent farm-
ers from getting any machinery on hire or
under hire purchase.

Hon. G. B3. Wood: They cannot get it now.
Hon, H. S. W. PARKER: One advantage

about the measure is that the farmer will be
unable to buy anything unless he has the
cash with which to pay for it. He will get
no credit against his land, which will be
entirely valueless from the point of view
of financing upon it.

Hon. G. B. Wood: flow can a man finance
on his land for the purchase of machinery
if there is a mortgage upon it?

Hon. HI. S. W. PARKER: What is over-
looked by Thanypeople is thxit when a man
has borrowed money up to -the full value
of his property, he has nothing left. He has
sold his land with a tag on it. Apparently
many farmers do not appreciate that posi-
tion, When they have an asset worth £1,000
and they borrow £1,000 upon it, once that
£1,000 has gone, the property has also gone.
When they reach the position of being un-
able to repay the money, they have to hand
over their properties.

Hon. A. Thomson: No institution will ad-
vance £1,000 on a property worth only
£1,000.

Hon. H. S. W. PARKER: Institutions
will advance £1,000 on a £2,000 asset.

Hon. H. L. Roehe: They are like pawn-
brokers.

Hon. H. S. W. PARKER: The hion. mem-
her does not appreciate the arguments that
have been advanced. If he listened more
and interjected less he would he more use-
ful.

Hon. H. L. Roehe: Not according to your
arguments.

Hion. H. S. W. PARKER: If a person
has a property worth £2,000 he may borrow
£1,000 upon it. Through his own faullt or
adverse circumstances, the value of the pro-
perty may decline to £1,000, and the bor-
rower has nothing left. Why should the
person who entrusted that money to him he
called upon to lose it? I cannot see the
force of the argument. If I borrowed £1,000
to invest and my investment went wrong,
and I went to the lender and said, "I have
fallen in over my investments and I should
like you to accept £500 instead of £1,000"1
I would be laughed at. The farmer has
had a disastrous time. I am not concerned
with the individual farmer. It is the duty
of the Upper House to look to the State at
large and not to the individual, Hard luck
eases have no concern with this Chamber,
but it is concerned with the general welfare
of the State. As long as I can remuember
aill public men and all honest men have en-
deuvoured to induce all the capital possible
to come into the State so that it may be
developed. tVp to the present we have
not developed a quarter of the State.
By the introduction of this type of legisla-~
tion we are discouraging those who otherwise
would possibly invest in Western Australia.
We are saying to them, "Be careful; you dar
not know what will happen." What this
means is that the representatives of the
farmers are definitely asking for peCrmissiofl
to repndiate debts. We can imagine what
any one of us would say to our friends, in
the Eastern States, if they suggested invest-
ing money in Western Australa. For may
part, I would advise against the investment
of money in agriculture.

Ron. C. F. Baxter: Do -you think that no
such legislation exists in the Eastern States?

IHon. 0. B. Wood: Or in Canada
R~on. J. Nicholson: That legislation is

different from this Bill.
Hon. C. F. Baxter: It is not.
Hon. H1. S. W. PARKER: I do not cave

whethpr legislation has been enacted else-
whnre. I am a Western Australian, and I
want to keep the name of the State clean.

Hon. 0. W. Miles:- You want the State to
pay 20 shillings in the pound.

Hon. H. S. W. PARKER: I wvant it to he
realised that of all the States of, Australia,
Western Australia is the place where money
can be invested, and there will be no sug-
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gestion. of repudiation. Legislative proposals
such as this must drive motley from the in-
dustry that might otherwise be available
for assisting the farming community. We
want people to feet that their money is safe
if they make it available for that purpose.
We want them to know that their money is as
safe in that direction as if it were invested
in, say, house property. In these days, when
all are adversely affected by circurn-
stances, 1 do not knowv why one section
of the community should be relieved of some
of its secured debts while other sections are
not. Let uts consider this question from the
standpoint of its logical conclusion. Let us
assume the Bill is agreed to. In that event,
there would be in) the future no such thing as
it mortgage on a farm. Money would have to
be obtained without security. The moment
a fanner attempted to muortgagc his farm or
establish any security therein, hie would imu-
mediately he presented with a wvrit. He
would bi- sued, and sold up. The idea of
leimping mortgages sacrosanct isfor tepr
ai~os of protecting motney so invested, and

creating a feeling of security that cannot be
present if debts are to be written dIown in
some extaordinary way. I must oppose the
Bill. At the sunie imei, in common with every
other member, I fully appreciate the extra-
ordinary dirneculties confronting the farmers,
but I eqnally regret the extraordinary way in
which endeavours are made to assist themt.
The mneans adopted are calculated to do them
more harm than good.

ll. E. IL H. Hall: You cannot shlow us
a better way.

Hon. H. S. W. PARKER: I am afraid I
cannot show the hon. member anything!

HON. G. W. MILES (North) f8.48]: 1
intend to say a few words about the Bill.
I congratulate the Chief Secretary on the
able argument he advanced in opposition to
the measure. As indicated by me in inter-
jections, the Bill will have a more harmful
effect on the credit of farmers than anything
else one can imagine. As I indicated pre-
viously, many farmers are running about in
motor ears. When I was in the Great Sou-
thern district looking around for a property
for my son, I noticed on one side of the
road a farmer who was mnaking good and
who could afford to take a trip every other
year. The man on the other side of the
road wats a failure. I have seen some of the
constituents of members who are seeking to

assist the farmers, borrowing all they pos-
sibly could from people and taking their
creditors down. That is the class of man
that the representatives of primary produc-
ers want to assist to rob secured credit-
ors of their security. Mr. Craig and others
have pointed out that the financial institu-
tions which have advanced the money, have
the custody of the savings of poor people.
There tire the insurance oomlpani.es and the
trustee companies which, if we agree to the
Bill, will be affected by the proposed repud-
iation. All this is doing great harm to the
credit of farmers. I cannot understand the
Country Party introducing legislation of this
deseription, which has been turned down
two or three times already.

Hon. A. Thomson: It was passed by the
Legislation Assembly last time.

Rion. C. W. MILES: This Bill should
have been included in John Curtin's "new
deal"; that is its proper place. I think it
would have been much more fitting if it had
been introduced by Mr. Curtin instead of by
Mr. Thomson.

The Chief Secretary: Why not by Mr.
Lang?

Hon. G. W. MILES: I wanted to have a
few words to say about this Bill before the
Federal elections. I think Mr. Thomson
should hand this business over to John Cur-
tin and allow him to include it in his mani-
festo for catching votes. I certainly oppose
the second reading of the Hill.

Ott motion by Hon. C. F. Baxter, debate
adjourned.

RETURN-GOVERNMENT MOTOR
VEHICLES.

Cost of Fuel.

Debate resumed from the 3rd September
on the following motion by Hon. C. F.
Baxter (East)-

That a return be laid oal the Table of the
House shlowing the cost of fuel used by Goy.
ermient motor vehicles for the years 1933-34
and 1939-40 respectively.

HON. J. A. DIMMITT (Metropolitan-
Suburban) (8.51]: If the motion is carried,
it will not lead the House any distance
along the road to lprogress. The actual eir-
cuinstances of the two periods are entirely
different. Ini 19:33-34 wce were just cmnerg-
inging from the depression and the Govern-
trent was spending comparatively little
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money. In 1939-40 business was reasonably would probably result in a saving of 1,000
normal and the Government spent much more
money than in 1933-34. Road transport baa
developed to a point where comparison be-
tween the two periods would convey very
little to the House and would not assist
members to reach a conclusion. Never-
theless, I feel the motion has done some
good because it has revealed to Par-
liament the lack of control in the trans-
port operations of some Government de-
partmients. I suggest that every commer-
cial house that engages in transport of any
sort is in a position to say just how much
is sp~ent on each vehicle for tyres, petrol,
oil or repairs. If the manager were to ask
his accountant or secretary to produce a
dissected account concerning any single
vehicle and the employee could not produce
it, he would be out of his job shortly after-
wards. Not only will the manager have
such dissections but he will be able to se-
cure the actual average cost per mile per
vehicle. Government departments should
be in the same position.

Early this year I had an opportunity to
inspect the transport branch of the Vic-
torian Electricity Commission. The branch
has under its control 440 motor driven
vehicles, so the comparison with the Govern-
ment departments here may be regarded as
apt. Under the centralised control adopted
by the Victorian Commission, it is neces-
sary for every officer, with the exception
of a few executives who have motor cars all
the time as they are likely to be called
out by night or day, to put in a requisition
for a vehicle stating the use to which it is
to be put, and the estimated mileage to be
covered. By putting in such a requisition
the officer is able to secure the use of a
vehicle. As a result of close supervision, the
Victorian Electricity Commission has prob-
ably the most economically run transport
branch throughout Australia. Perhaps
more centralised control by Government
departments here might meet the situation.
I feel quite sure that the Government is
anxious to effect economies in any direction
possible. The Chief Secretary indicated
that the Government had 301 vehicles under
its control.

Hon. G. W. Miles: I thought he said 500.
Hon. J. A. flimmitt: No, MT. Baxter re-

ferred to that number, Is it not reason-
able to suppose that some economies could
be effected along the lines I suggest? They

miles per vehicle per year. People inter-
ested in transport matters will appreciate
the reasonableness of that suggestion.
Such a saving would represent about 6d.
per mile. An average motor vehicle of
20 h.p. would cost, with depreciation on
capital cost, replacements and running re-
pairs, about 6d. per mile, and a saving
of 1,000 miles per vehicle per annum would
represent about £7,525. I should think any
Treasurer would be interested in such a
saving% Some years ago the Government
established a centralised messenger ex-
change in place of the old order whereby
messengers were engaged in each depart-
ment, with the result that a considerable
saving was effected.

Hon. L. B. Bolton: But it slowed up the
delivery of correspondence.

Ron. J. A. DIMMITT: That may be so,
but money was saved. There are three al-
ternative suggestions for the control of
motor transport. In my Address-in-reply
speech, I suggested that our industrial
engineer, Mr. Fernie, could be profitably
employed in endeavouring to co-ordinate
the various transport services of the Gov-
ernment departments. I suggest the advis-
ability of creating an inter-departmental
committee to investigate possible methods
of economising in our motor transport ser-
vices. The Auditor-General, the Industrial
Engineer and the Plant Engineer should cer-
tainly act in such an inquiry. Another al-
ternative is the appointment of a select
committee by either House or both Houses
to investigate the possibility of securing
economy in the motor transport of the vari-
ous departments of the Government. The
third alternative is the introduction of a
man from some other part of Australia who
is already handling a proposition like
this to investigate our transport pro-
lems. I feel that Mr. Baxter has done a
service by bringing this motion before the
House because it has revealed the short-
comings of the present system. The posi-
tion can he rectified and if the Government
is in earnest, as I believe it is, it should
investigate the possibilities I hnave men-
tioned. I do nmA know whether Mr. Baxter
intends to proceed with his motion, but
should he withdraw it and move along the
lines of either of the three alternatives I
have mentioned, I shall be happy to sup-
port him.
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HON. 0. F. BAXTER (East--in reply)
[9.4]: Only a few members have shown suf-
ficient interest in this important matter to
speak on the motion and thus there has been
little encouragement for bringing forward
a question that involves thousands of
pounds. I certainly expected something more
in that direction, especially in view of the
answers given to my questions and the
speech made by the Chief Secretary. Any
reasonable person would say that the re-
plies to my questions were no answers at
all. They were purely evasion and nothing
else. I asked for figures and I received
nothing. The Minister said the figures could
not be supplied by the departments and he
was rather caustic in his comments. He
said-

The hou. member complained about the long
delay that had occurred in giving the replies
to his questions. One would have thought
that, as a result of his experi .ence as a meuw-
her of a Government, lie would realise that
the information asked for in, a question can-
not always be supplied on the following dlay.

When I moved the motion, these were my
words-

Members will recall that I gave a whole
week's notice of my questions. I knew from
experience that the preparation of the in-
formation would take sonic time, and I 'w'as
not in tile least surprised w'len the Chief Sec-
retary asked for an extension of a week, to
which I was only too pleased to agree. When
I received the answer in a fortnight, however,
it was couched in such terms and to constitute
a challenge to Inc to take further action in
seeking the information. Had at proper answer
been intended, why was it not giveni at the
end of the first weeak? Why was it necessary
to ask for a week's extension in order to in-
form Inc that the departments did not have
the records? Surely- one week should bare suf-
fleet to give that reply!

fIt the face of those words, how can the
Chief Secretary say that I expected an
answer in a day? The Minister proceeded
to say that some of the replies from the
departments were rather illuminating and
that he proposed to quote one or two to
show the difficulties that sometimes occurred
when information of this kind was being
sought. He first took the Public Works De-
partment and gave the following reply from
the Under Secretary-

As verbally requested, I have to report that
in order to ascertain with any degree of ac-
curacy the cost of petrol supplies to this de-
partment for the years 1933-34 aind 1939-40
respectively, it would entail the scrutiny of
the copies of approximately 35,000 local pur-
chase orders and 50,000 Government Stores re-
quisitions.

Then he proceeded to say how long he would
need to collate the required information.
What an astounding admission!i A depart-
ment like. the Public Works Department
makes the bald statement that it has not
kept any records, and would have to go back
to the local purchase orders and Government
Stores requisitions to ascertain what the cost
of petrol, etc., had been. How is it possible
for a departmeat run on those lines to fol-
low business methods? Anyone associated
with business knows full well that, notwith-
standing the remarks of the Chief Secretary,
a careful record must be kept of all costs
for motor vehicles. Otherwise one cannot
determine whether the vehicles are being ruiz
economically or not. After a period of years,
h motor vehicle becomes too costly to run
and the only course is to pass it out, but
it is impossible to know the running costs
for petrol, oil, etc., unless a careful record
has been kept. Here is a department using
the largest proportion of the Government
cars boldly admitting that orders and
requisitions would have to be turned up be-
fore the costs could be supplied.

Another statement by the Minister wvas
that I was somewhat critical of the fact that
dockets had been destroyed in some depart-
menits, and he proceeded to say I had sug-
gested that in any properly-run business
concern such dockets would be retained for
15 years or so. I made no such statement.
When I referred to dockets, I said that I
would not expect them to be kept for more
than three years, but as regards records, I
said that books were never destroyed in less
than 10 years and that some firms kept them
for 15 years. I was speaking of books and
records when I mentioned the longer period,
and those are what I want. The turning up,
of requisitions and orders would not carry
us very far.

The Chief Secretary: The books are still
available.

Hion. C. F. BAXTER: But the unfortun-
ate part is that they do not contain the
requisite records. The Chief Secretary's re-
marks, boiled down, indicate that particulars
cannot be given except for certain depart-
ments. It appears to me that the only de-
partmnent that has kept a proper account of
such costs-there might be one or two others
-. is the Department of Agriculture. I wish

to commend the Department of Agriculture



[COUNCIL.]

as one that has kept some record of what
the different vehicles are costing for run-
ning.

The Chief Secretary: There are other de-
partmnts.

Ron. C. F. BAXTER: I said there might
be one or two others.

The Chief Secretary: I offered to lay- all
the available information on the Table.

Rion. C. F. BAXTER: Yes, but on the
Minister's own statements, an inquiry by a
select committee would be warranted. In
this I feel sure that 211r. Diniitt and other
members will agree with me, but I do not
propose to move in that direction. At the
same time there is great need for action
being taken along the lines I have indicated.
I intend to ask leave to withdraw the mo-
tion and sea what information is tabled. At
the same time I urge the Government to
introduce a system of proper control in
every department. First of all, there should
be a person or persons appointed to inquire
into the need for each motor vehicle and
be responsible for those vehicles. If this
were done, 1 believe that the number of ears
in use could he considerably reduced. For
this duty, it might be wise to appoint a man
like Mr. Fernic or ',%r. Frank Shaw. Ap-
parently things have been allowed to drift
by the heads of departments. If this sug-
gestion was adopted control could be exer-
cised over the vehicles. Secondly, the ov-
.erment should insist upon all its vehicles
being housed at 5 p.m. or as soon after they
finish, work as, poss;ible, and at week-ends. It
is scandalous that Government-owned cars
should be left standing in the streets and
under trees. They should be garaged at the
-end of the working day;, they should not he
in the hands of private persons at night or
at week-ends. This rule was insaisted upon
during the depression and I urge the Gov-
ernment to re-institute it and maintain tight
control over the ulse of its motors. Thirdly,
I suggest that a running- sheet be kept by
,eaeh person in control of a motor vehicle.
This should hr handed in weekly so that a
proper check can be kept on the quantity
of petrol, etc., used. This would also facili-
tate proper control. Last but not least, a
system of book records should be kept show-
ing the maintenance and running costs, of
each vehicle. Then the departments would
he able to determine whether any vehicle was
too costly to run and, if it was, it could be

passed out. That is the practice adopted by
commercial concerns.

Hion. HI. Seddon: That is very important
at the present time.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: It is. I ask the
Chief Secretary to consider the recommenda-
tions I have made with a view to instituting
a system based on a good solid commercial
footing.

The Chief Secretary: Most of those rules
are in operation.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: They are not ob-
served in some departments or the figures
I have asked for would have been available
from the records. Any department that is
not observing them should adopt them at
once and get down to a sound system. Then
there would be less private use of Govern-
ment-owned ears, and fewer people would be
transported by those cars to the detriment
of our transport services. I shall await the
tabling of the papers, and hope that the
Government will adopt a sound system. I
ask leave to withdraw the motion.

Motion, by leave, withdrawn.

ADJOURNMENT-SPECIAL.
THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. W. 3a.

Kitson-West) [9.131: 1 move-
That the H4ouse at its rising adjourh till

Tuesday, the 24th September.

Question put and passed.

House adjourned at 9.14 p.m.


